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 The results of the selected papers will be 

made known by 30th January 2024. Selected   

paper  presenters need to send in their final 
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considered for publication in an edited 

volume/peer-reviewed journal post-conference.
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 Pentecostalism is a renewal movement within Christianity and 

it has grown to such an extent that scholars consider that the   

globalization   of   Christianity   is   equivalent   to   the globalization 

of Pentecostalism. The name Pentecostalism is ascribed to the 

movement as it gives more importance to the dynamism of the Holy 

Spirit as experienced by the followers of  Jesus  on  the  day  of  

Pentecost  as mentioned  in  the Scripture. With the experience of 

the Holy Spirit, missionary zeal  and  end-time   belief,  it   has   

spread   worldwide. Throughout   the  century  scholars  like   Allan   

Anderson,  Douglas   Jacobsen,  Frank  Macchia,  A.C. George, 

Gray McGee, Harvey Cox, Michael Bergunder, Paulson Pulikottil, 

Shaibu Abraham, Stanley Burgess, V.V. Thomas, Sarbeswar 

Sahoo, Walter Hollenweger and William Kay have explored the 

origin and development, spiritualties and theology of 

Pentecostalism.

 But the origin stories and their spiritualities are just one side of a 

Pentecostal coin. Any religious movement must be grounded in a 

given society and culture to sustain itself in the ongoing     process    

of    its   growth   and   development. Pentecostalism  is  one  such  

religious   movement   which  sustains  itself    in     different   socio-

cultural milieu.   Arun  W. Jones while exploring North Indian 

Pentecostalism states that Pentecostalism “is, in reality, a highly 

adaptable social and     religious   movement,    twisting  and  

turning  and  transforming itself to adjust to the realities of a 

civilization whose ancient roots continue to sprout new branches 

and leaves.” One of the unique features of Pentecostalism is its 

malleable and adaptable nature which enables it to express itself in 

various versions while holding onto its core beliefs and experiences. 

Scholars such as Andre Droogers, Anthony LaRuffa, Bernice Martin, 

Birgit Meyer, David Martin, David Maxwell,   Donald Miller,   Joel 

Robbins,  Martin Lindhardt, Nathaniel Roberts, Salvatore Cucchiari, 

and Wessly Lukose have explored Pentecostalism from 

sociological, cultural and anthropological   perspectives   and   have   

highlighted   its functions in various geographical settings 

worldwide.

 

Studies  in Indian Pentecostalism have  shown   the  socio-

cultural character of Pentecostalism from its beginning. Pandita 

Ramabai and John Christian Aroolappen, the two prominent 

figures in the origin of Indian Pentecostalism, were not focused on 

the Pentecostal experience alone but also the social dimension. 

They   effectively   ran  orphanage  homes,  organized skill-based 

training centres, and responded to the famines of their times.  Just  

as  Indian Pentecostalism has responded to societal needs, 

society has also structured Indian    Pentecostalism  as  well. A  

study  by  Donald  Miller and    Tetsunao   Yamamori   has   

highlighted   the     social engagement       of  Indian     

Pentecostals. Similarly,   Pentecostalism has also actively 

responded to social issues such as gender, caste, domestic 

abuse, deviant behaviours, and so on. A study by Nathaniel 

Roberts has dramatically  picturized the world of  a  slum  and  

slum  experience  of  Pentecostalism and has highlighted   the  

socio-cultural  structuring and function of Pentecostalism among 

women and family relations. Studies by V.V. Thomas and Jacob 

Rapaka have shown the caste struggle in Pentecostalism and its 

tensions.

 Similarly, Pentecostalism has been a cultural phenomenon. 

The works of Wessly Lukose and Michael Bergunder show how   

Pentecostalism  structures itself in different cultural  settings. 

Lukose remarks that Pentecostals in Rajasthan give equal 

importance to the experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit and 

their cultural particularities. A recent work by Joshua   Pangaraj   

has also  explored  Pentecostalism’s  interaction with the  

Chennai  slum  cultural  setting  and  highlighted   the   interaction   

at   three   levels such  as  counter-cultural,  cultural      adaptation    

and  cultural   distinctiveness.  Pentecostalism  has  altered   the   

existing understanding of culture and culture has also negotiated 

with Pentecostalism. Thus  the relationship     between 

Pentecostalism and culture has been a two-way process.

 Against this background, the upcoming conference aims to 

undertake    a   multi-disciplinary   critical   inquiry   into   the 

socio-cultural phenomenon of Indian Pentecostalism. The 

conference welcomes original presentations from faculties, 

research scholars and postgraduate students,  

based   on various   research  

 

 topics including  but  not   limited  to  the following sub-

themes:

• Pentecostals / Charismatics and social engagement.

• Pentecostalism and social transformation.

• Pentecostalism and the changing dynamics of caste.

• Pentecostalism and inter-caste and inter-religious           

marriages.

• Women in Pentecostalism : Revisiting ‘gender’ question in 

Pentecostal churches.

• Pentecostalism and menace of alcoholism/drugs and other 

deviant behaviors in the urban society.

• Pentecostalism and Democracy

• The dialectic relationship between Pentecostalism and 

tribalism.

• The role of Pentecostalism in altering the gender roles in the 

Pentecostal family relations.

• Indian Pentecostals' social and cultural interaction with people 

of other faiths.

• Inculturation in Indian Pentecostalism.

• Pentecostal understanding of the ethnic / cultural / religious/ 

denominational ‘other.’

• Indian Pentecostals' understanding of the materialism, 

consumerism and individualism.

• Pentecostalism / Charismatic Christianity and cultural 

dynamics.

• Challenges of Pentecostal mission in the socio-cultural and 

political milieu of India.

• Spirituality of socially engaged Pentecostals and 

Charismatics.

• The use of media and digital technology and the social 

consciousness of the Pentecostals. 
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